By Blil Knight
P Reporter

Bitl McNabb's been active in ski
raf:ing sinee Bis youth in Michigan,
although he deseribes his skills as 2
colieglate skier as something less than
Olympic caliber,
~Beven of his eight kids have raced
in he Northwest,

sMcNabb’s oncedierce quest for
;?zé Siﬁep%% stope and the faslest run
has. meHowed. “We used 1o look for
the stespost hill, even if it was by two
degrees,” he sald. “We found one like
that gt Crystal Bventually. | used to
ski it once a day 1o say § did it. Then i
was pnce a weekend and, as Ume
passed, once now and then. Now |
avoid H like the piague”

Otherwise, MeNabb's enthusiasm
for the spori has not diminished.
That's why as the president of the
Pacific Norihwest Ski Assoviation,
MeNabb's mildly concerned that
PNBA doesn't have a higher profile,
espécially with the many thousands of
sKiers in the area who don't reslize
ihe. @rg&mzaue}n exists,
©c o APNSA 1550 vears old,” he said
““This Js ettr 50th birthday. I's a big
deal byt nobody knows & but us.

Links all skiers

.What s PNSA and who is Bill

MeNabb?

MoNabb ealls it "the only viable
Hnk” between gl skiers, recreational
and comipeiitive; and those who have
control of the sport, those who own
‘rate ski areas, IBO‘;& who run

& ; Here skitng goes
. PNSA I aif integral part of the
Bd.&iaie&ﬁki As.%cmms ana of

s Bollevoe 1
epreselitative; feels them gopd
4800 10 ‘be conderned about all of
hose matters. He thinks perhars the
skilng public & wmisundersiood in
some, like efforis 1o prevent future
growth. areas adjacent 1o ski slopes
from belig focked up forever a8 part
of 3 ‘wilderness area.

"We'rg interested in seeing them
eloped as ki areas for the general
ublic,” MeNabb explained. “This s
ally for our imfants and the yet
66 Thiy Won't haxe a

. voted to encourdging ski ¢

good phade o sk because everphing
will be st crowded.”
Are skiers anpthehvironment?

“Some people feel weve apposing
the environmentalists, but 1 den?
think’ wi aré" Métabh S8 “Were
oniy trying todefine our phvsieal
afeas of interest 1 think csbperatiog
is the watchiord. Bkiers are not ton
irayy m what the @ ‘rﬁtzme i&%wa
want, In et fhost
mentalists 0 son mﬁm _

“The idea Is 1o give acdess 10 our
mountaing o the gensral gmmia
We've got beautiful mountains,
MeTabh siid. He pointed out he i‘i‘av
ropean approach "o get the halt, the
lame and the crippled up there, That's
why they have so many tranis. Here
it's mare f}xff:mx%t But no 1@5 impor

Clani, b adds

Moere tilaﬁ anything, though,
PNSA stages. skl races, more thag 100
days of raging this wintér, fr those
ranging in age frem kids. hﬁrs&‘; ol
enoigh 10 8 i iy

Ca starting ;}csiixm o vgﬁt&mm O

seniors. In abilify, the sma;)e goes fromy
those just out of ihé beginkier fanks 1o
the Mahre twins of World Cup faiie.

“Crver the o, PNEA b prof-
ably produced more satiohsl and in-
terpational-level racers than any com-
parabie division in the counlry”
McNabb sald. “rerisinly more ihan
g y&p&l&tian guota.” .

Way to reward mmgﬁéiimam

As ameﬁe who's footed the bilis
for a skivheing famuly can nder
stand, MoNabb has beén dieply eope
cerned with seeing the top skidrs get
a chance fo deveion thelr skibs Xt
costs buckd, lois of buckd

That's why hes asnxious 10 lajk
about somigtnitig calied the Pacific
Norihwest Bk fduéation Foundation,
a hz‘amh of PRSA

Wé started it ab&m ﬁg%xt YRATE
agn, MoNabb said, “so #'s reistively
new, We're siricily a a foundation fiﬁ

aid we raise soney and d i
o competiogs 6n the basis of aehitbve
ment or fdeed. _
“Alfriost évéry kid who had any
significant achievement i the iast
year got gome benelits from PNSEF.”
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i Thers was
aecagional | 1 but I'd ssiimals
about threefousths of them were o
BMost of the i down was 1o almes
pitcly black.” Taking # siow and eany
the Seatue skiet made i through the
moguls 1o the botiom. It was the firs
biackout for Me Locke shiy wrmw
Seems about the seme thing * oo
aver e Uhrisimas wee
she reporis.
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